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NORD SAULO
BYJ. C. HAWKSLEY

T H O U G H  she has not formed the subject of an article in the ALPINE
JOURNAL, this mountain is portrayed in the centre of the frontis-
piece to the May, 1875, number (A.j. 7. 48) over the title,

' Camp by the Pieska Jaur,' as an illustration to the article '  Across
Lapland' by W. E Hall. T h e  author, accompanied by his dog, was
exploring the possibilities of game and fishing, rather than of moun-
taineering, and having reached what he described as the last habitation
on the Norwegian side, a house upon the Lang Vand, proceeded into
and across Swedish Lapland, accompanied by two Lapps, whose rein-
deer were being used as pack animals for the expedition.

Nordsaulo is 1,745 m. high and lies on the frontier between Norway
and Sweden, just south of latitude 67'. Twelve miles further north
lies the better known massif of Sulitjelma. T h e  view of Nordsaulo
shown in the frontispiece referred to is approximately its north-north-
west aspect. T o  reach this spot, Hall had travelled from Bodo by
steamer to the north-east corner of Skjerstad Fjord and then by rowing
boat up the Nedre and Ovre Vand to Stormoen and subsequently over-
land to the Lang Vand and along it by rowing boat to the ' last habita-
tion on the Norwegian side.' • From Finneid, this is more or less the
route taken to-day to the copper-mining town of Sulitjelma, except
that a small tug replaces the rowing boat and a small railway takes one
from Ovre Vand to Sulitjelma.

The 1949 Expedition of the British Schools Exploring Society, of
which the Chief Leader was Major G. F. Spooner, Parachute Regiment,
and which I accompanied as a medical officer, had its base camp half-a-
day's march to the west of Nordsaulo. Climbing was not one of the
expedition's objects, though without climbing boots or rope a party
led by one of the Assistant Leaders (rubber-shod, it was dry at the time)
reached the saddle between the North and South peaks from the west
side, and with proper equipment should have had an easy passage to
either summit. T h i s  note, however, is not concerned with the expedi-
tion as a whole, the report on which will be published by the Society.
but is to describe a mountain whose portrait appeared anonymously in
our JOURNAL 75 years ago and to make a few observations on it and on
Hall's article.

Nordsaulo stands, an isolated peak, with North and South summits
separated by a broad saddle. H e r  western face is steep but climbable,
according to the Leader, without difficulty. Immediately below the
western face is Lake Dorro, one of many glacial relics, linked by an out-
running stream with others in the paternoster style characteristic of the
whole district. O n  its edge is a hut for the occasional- fisherman from
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Sulitjelma, about a day's tramp away. T h e  circuit o f  Nordsaulo
presents no difficulty ; to  the south there is a broad valley, reached
from the west side by crossing a fairly high vjeld and containing a broad
flat-topped hill named Kassavardo, with, to the south of this, the western
end of a large lake, Mavasjaure, the waters from which flow eastward.
Falling abruptly into the lake's south-western side is the steep north
slope of Arjsaulo (1716 m.) easily climbed by its West ridge, according
to another Assistant Leader who took his party to the summit by this
route.

South of Nordsaulo and linked by a ridge is a small rocky crag of
commanding aspect resemblant to a miniature Matterhorn but having
no name. Nordsaulo's eastern face is snow-covered and, though no
glacier snout appears to the view, the extensive snowfield at a steepish
angle must, judging by the exposed rocks below, represent the static
remains of a dying glacier. T o  the east, and connected to Nordsaulo
by a col, is a dome-shaped mountain (seen on the right of the 1875
frontispiece) upon which, right to the summit which we visited, Hall
might have found some of the ptarmigan and other game for which he
was yearning on his trip. T h e  north wall of Nordsaulo falls fairly
steeply into a small lake (Nordsaulo lake) which even in August con-
tained small icebergs from the surrounding snowfields and which drains
into Pieskaj au re

To a climbing party, Nordsaulo appears to offer a number of short
but attractive routes, some probably of no great difficulty. According
to friends made in Sulitjelma the mountain is only rarely visited for
climbing purposes.

Perhaps the most surprising thing about Hall's article is that he
illustrated it with a good picture of Nordsaulo but does not even refer
to the mountain, let alone by name. H e  may not have known the name,
but its very appearance might have justified some reference. Perhaps
he was so much impressed by the much greater magnificence of the
Sulitjelma massif, which was much closer to his route and which he
describes enthusiastically, that his interest in the more distant and
smaller southern mountain was not stimulated. Another likely reason
is that he had made his journey primarily for sport and had been very
disappointed at the paucity of the game ; also he found the reindeer a
disappointing baggage-animal and was in constant trouble with trans-
port, bad weather and the slowness of his Lapp drivers. H e  mentions
that early delays in his journey had wasted the precious time that he
had hoped to devote to the Sulitjelma massif which leaves the inference
that on this holiday he had put shooting first. B u t  even his disappoint-
ments and the weather seem hardly to justify his slurs on the intrinsic
attractiveness of this wild and desolate region. H e  describes a distant
view of a flat snow plateau, probably the great Blaamannsisen, as
' entirely destitute of interest' and says of the vicinity of Lommi elaur
(a lake just south of Sulitjelma), ' a more dreary country it would be
impossible to imagine. Actually, to anyone fond of glacial scenery or
arctic natural history, the whole area is alive with interest and, if game
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is sparse, there are enough northern species of bird to keep the amateur
alert. O n e  feels a sense of disappointment that Hall elected to devote
his limited time to a search for game when, had he chosen to follow the
climbing plans of his holiday, his notes on Sulitjelma could hardly have
been other than enthusiastic if one is to judge by his earlier writings.

Even without serious climbing I found this neighbourhood very well
worth while and acknowledge my indebtedness to the British Schools
Exploring Society for taking me with them.
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